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Description automatically generated]Cardinal Flower Lobelia cardinalis Native herbaceous perennial. Sun to shade, moist to wet acid soil, 1-6’ tall, space 1’. Blooms July to Sept. Evergreen basal leaves. Attracts hummingbirds and butterflies. Short-lived. Each seed head enclosed has over 50 seeds. No stratification is needed; mix with sand. Press on top of soil; needs light to germinate. Set out after the last frost. Germinates in 2 weeks. Keep moist. Separate seedlings to individual pots when they have 4 leaves; they will be tiny, but they do not enlarge when there is competition.  Then, allow to self-seed next year by scratching the soil surface and sprinkling seeds. Do not mulch in winter; it will rot. This is a pioneer species; it only continues to germinate on bare ground. Seeds viable 6 yrs. if refrigerated. Harvested 20____
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